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htroduction

Beatrice L. Burch

0- I ,?.G40P kfuseum. Hopokdu, Houmii 96817

... organization and co~,~ination of the tsxonomlc
.. (~,on of this volume was mltiated by Dr. Dennis M.

Devaney of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum and was corn.
pleted by Beatrice L. Burch after Dr. Devaney dkd in a
tragic scuba-diving accident on August 13, 1983, as he
was investigating shrimp offshore from the Blg island of
Hawaii. His great interest in all invertebrates in the tropic
was increased when the opportunity arose for him to work
-~: :fie Mid-Pacific Research Laboratory at Enewetak Atoll.

-.-+y made his first collecting trip to the ‘atoll in the
1960s while he was still in graduat~ school. As the

:.;&clion grew and taxonomy O: the organisms became
be:Ier known, it was soon apparent that the reference col-
lection at Enewetak was becoming increasingly valuable.
Devaney was pleased to participate in the Coral Reef
Workshop held at the atoil in 197$, because he believed
that the scleractinian coral collection was the key for the
S!UCIY of other organisms. The workshop brought together

:n:+rnational coral specialists to establish species limits on
: important and variable group. After the workshop was
:. reference material from Enewetak was deposited in

iu:opean and American museums for ready reference by a
u’idcr audience of “wientists. Each year after the Coral
Reef Workshop, Devaney Went to Enewetak to curate the
reference collection and to conduct his own research on
echinoderms. At the same time, he encouraged the work
of specialists to compile taxonomic and other research
from Enewetak for this publication, ‘

The diversity o{ the organisms at Enewetak made It
~ {~:cult to find specialists to study all groups, so Levaney
prepared several chapters himself. Unfortunately. mos!
groups were collected in the co~lrse of other work such as
p!l~sIology, toxicity, etc., and were not extensively col-
Iec:ed by specialists for a particular taxonomlc group

The number of f~mi!ies, genera, and species repo~ted
in :his volume either from the ]I(erature or from new,
records determined by the authors of this volume are
presented in Table 1

References in this volume show !hat some or much

UG~X was done on a ,partlcular [a,\r>n hf~ny groups rerldin

!5002435

Algae

Fungi

Vascular plants

Forams and nonplanktoruc

protozoa

Porifera

Actiniar]a

Octocoralka

Scleractinia

Brachiopoda

Bryozoa

Sipuncula

Echiura

Piatyhelminthes

Nemertea

Nematoda

Polychaeta

Mollusca (!ossI!. recenl)

insects and related

arthropods

Pycnogonida

Slomatopocb

.Cirriperha _ ___ —

Lagoon plankron

Ostraccda

XatanIia

Reptantta

.Anomura

Brachyura

Holothurcrtdee

Echlnodermata other rh~r,
Holo[huroidea

F:dws o! the Mar$hail
lSid~dj

fiqxlk

.4\.?s

\~~mm~l,a

\f:S~~l]~n~~”~

238

112

123

279

40

27

31

169

4
84
11

2
31

1
1

132
124(0

1Q(}

5
12

.. 740-
283

](i
!45

4
76

293
?G

97

. .-i:)
9

+1.1.
g

) ~~
--
A,s.;!

A’#l!

TAB],E 1

T&onomic Groups at Enewctak Atoll
—.—. _____ ._,._ _

No. of No. of rio. of

Taxon species genera families

106
58
97

44
33
21
17
53

A

6;

77

2

1}

1

1

(,5
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